
Missions to Muslims: How  
did we get where we are?  

 
The truth is, many around the world, 
especially Christians, believe that a 
battle for the hearts and minds of 
Muslims is being fought on a global 
level. This battle is not taking place 
only in Afghanistan and the nations 
of the Middle East, but also in coun-
tries such as Indonesia, the Philip-

pines, Central Asia, Africa, and now in both Western 
Europe and North America. Within the Islamic faith, this is 
an age old and ongoing phenomenon and is one of the foun-
dational tenets of the Islamic Faith.  
 
Currently, extreme Islamic sects regularly target Christians 
and Jews as well as other faiths, with torture, rape, house 
and church burnings, murder and slavery. The task for 
Christians is to win their hearts with the love of Christ. At 
such a pivotal time in history, to not get involved in reach-
ing the Muslim world with the gospel of Jesus Christ is to 
fail to understand God’s will and purpose in the 21st Cen-
tury.  
 

Histor ical Perspectives on  
Reaching Muslims 

 
Ask any Muslim their 
opinion of Christian-
ity today and you’ ll 
find that, time and 
again, they remind 
Christians of the Cru-
sades, accusing the 
Church of taking up 
arms against Islam, 
as if the efforts to re-

gain the Holy Land occurred yesterday. Looking back on 
history, we see that it was the Muslims who first raised the 
sword against Christianity. Mohammad’s conquest of his 
hometown Mecca, in 630 A.D., set the stage for his succes-
sor, Umar, to emerge out of present day Saudi Arabia to-
ward the North. He conquered Jerusalem, Damascus, and 
Egypt, moving decisively across “Christian”  North Africa, 
through Spain, eventually reaching the borders of France. 
Amazingly, this was accomplished in less than 100 years. 
Out of all these territories, only Spain has been reclaimed 
for Christianity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the initial conquest of the “Christian”  territories, Is-
lam’s conquest took a more stable turn as it moved along 
the established trade routes of that era. Even then, it used 
the philosophy of Jihad, or holy war, to deepen its roots in 
many parts of West Africa through what is commonly 
known as the “Fulani Jihad” .  
 
Later, a whole new surge of expansion began just prior to, 
and during, the Reformation period. Ottoman Muslims en-
tered into Constantinople in 1453. From that time on, 
through the lifetimes of Luther, Calvin and Zwingli, Mus-
lims were pounding various European borders such as Vi-
enna. All this military activity kept the Holy Roman Em-
pire’s military quite busy throughout the period when the 
Reformation quietly unfolded in Germany, France and 
Switzerland.  
 

� � � � � � � �	 
� � �
2005   Issue 2 

� 
 � � � 
� � �� � � � � �� � � �� � � � � � �� � � ��� �� � �� � � � �� 
 � � � 
� � �� � � � � �� � � �� � � � � � �� � � ��� �� � �� � � � �� 
 � � � 
� � �� � � � � �� � � �� � � � � � �� � � ��� �� � �� � � � �� 
 � � � 
� � �� � � � � �� � � �� � � � � � �� � � ��� �� � �� � � � � ����



In this process, new territories came under Islamic jurisdic-
tion such as: Albania, Bulgaria, Bosnia, Hungary, Mace-
donia, and Romania. All were countries that at one time 
were considered Christian territories but eventually suc-
cumbed to the Islamic faith through force and extreme vio-
lence.  
 

The Key Question Facing Missions Today  
 
The most important question facing Missions today as we 
attempt to reach the Muslim world with the Gospel of 
Christ is, “How can Missionary workers, Churches, Theo-
logians, etc…work together in a spirit of cooperation rather 
than competition?”  Experience has taught us that Mission-
aries from Western Countries like the United States have 
almost unlimited resources at their disposal. At the same 
time, indigenous Missionary workers serving in their home-
lands do not. Often, this raises many unnecessary suspi-
cions and concerns. For instance, many Western Mission-
ary workers feel threatened by the Indigenous workers, 
which may in turn lead to not only resentment but in some 
cases, even a rival spirit that only hinders the vision and 
work of both side’s missionary endeavors.   

 
This is a sad real-
ity because all 
Missionaries, ei-
ther Western or 
Indigenous, need 
one another in or-
der to accomplish 
the insurmount-
able work of 
reaching this 
world with the 
Gospel. We must 

establish better lines of communication as well as coopera-
tion between the various missionary groups involved in 
reaching the Muslim world. Otherwise, we may end up not 
only divided, but eventually un-affective altogether.   
 
That is why we believe there must be a stronger emphasis 
placed on developing closer partnerships between such 
groups as the Two-Thirds World Missions, Western Mis-

sions and Christians in the local context. This will help alle-
viate much of the suspicion and resentment that we suspect 
has been stifling the work of God’s Kingdom for some time 
now. Both groups may differ, but both groups are necessary 
if we ever expect to make an impact in our efforts toward 
Muslims. The problems that now exist between many Mis-
sionary groups have only compounded those difficulties 
Christian missionaries already in the eyes of the Muslim 
world. Most Christian Missionary Organizations are al-
ready viewed with a suspicious eye as we will explain in a 
moment, but suffice it to say, that for us to not be unified 
will only add to our difficulties.  
 

Muslim Perspectives of Chr istian Missions 
 
Despite some appreciation for the medical, educational and 
merciful services of missionaries, most Muslims perceive 
Christian mission endeavors in a negative light. Missionar-
ies are perceived in terms of confrontation, warfare and ex-

ploitation of 
the poor, and 
uneducated. 
Muslims do 
not trust  
Christian mis-
sionaries and 
believe that 
they are dis-
honest and 
deceitful be-
cause the hu-

manitarian relief Missionaries bring is most often accompa-
nied with evangelistic attempts to convert the “heathen”  
Muslims. It is this suspicion that warrants a need for more 
wisdom on the part of Christian Missionaries who seek to 
reach Muslims in their own countries. We must re-evaluate 
how we are incorporating humanitarian efforts with our 
evangelism.   
 
Admittedly, getting the “balance”  right between being 
“deceptive and exploitive”  compared to being “open and 
upfront”  is difficult. However, to pretend that we have no 
desire to share the gospel with Muslims and then share it 
under the guise of providing  humanitarian relief  is  



 
 

 

causing more trouble than good. We must find new ways of 
sharing the Gospel  with Muslims without the dishonesty 
that has caused this bad perception to arise in the first 
place. Otherwise, our effectiveness will not be the only 
thing hampered, we may lose the opportunity to enter these 
countries altogether.  Whatever is decided, we certainly 
need to find ways to curb the “bad publicity”  we’ve inher-
ited due to the less than honest practices of the past.    

 
Muslim Reactions to Chr istian Missions 

 
There are a number of reactions occurring in the Muslim 
world in response to Christian Missionary efforts. Some 
Muslims are calling for a total cessation of Christian Mis-
sions in their countries. Others are much more extreme, 
calling for the use of physical violence, even murder 
against Christian Missionaries. There are also some Mus-
lims who have been doing research on the work of Chris-
tian Missionaries to learn how they might counteract the 
Gospel message. This has led many Muslim Communities 
to begin providing assistance to the impoverished commu-
nities so that they no longer need to the practical help 
Christian Missionaries have historically provided for them. 
There has also been a growth in Muslim Apologetic efforts 
that uses multi-media such as literature, tapes and videos to 
attack the Christian Worldview.   
 
Violence in the name of Allah: Persecution 

of the Church in Muslim Countr ies 
 

Today, the Church 
is under an Islamic 
inspired attack as 
never before. 
Christians around 
the world are being 
tortured, raped, 
murdered, and sold 
into slavery in mul-
tiple Muslim coun-
tries. In Sudan, 
Christians are being 

forced into slavery. In Pakistan, they are assassinated. In 
Indonesia, Churches are regularly burned to the ground. In 

Iran, Christians are viewed as less than secondary citizens. 
History tells us that the golden age of Islam occurred only 
when Christian and Jewish slaves, taken by raiders and 
forced into ethnically cleansed areas, were forced to con-
vert to  Islam and pay heavy taxes to their Muslim rulers. 
These taxes deprived whole communities of their income, 
leaving the people impoverished and starving, eventually 
resulting in mass conversions to the Muslim faith. It be-
came a matter of survival more than a matter of faith. In 
fact, half of all churches in the Middle East and North Af-
rica had to convert to Islam due to this taxation, and to this 
day, the Muslim influence over the economic survival of 
many countries remains as strong as ever.  
 

According to 
Muslim doc-
trine, the world 
is divided into 
Dar al Islam 
(the house of 
Islam) and Dar 
al Harb (the 
house of war). 
This house of 
war of course is 
against all non-
Muslim com-
munities that 

have yet to come under the Dar al Islam. Muslims believe 
that the coming of Europeans in the last century was the 
darkest part of their history, leading, as it did, to many con-
versions to Christianity. They believed that the Christian 
civilization has failed and that Islam is the solution for eve-
rything, but they see the realization of this only in terms of 
returning to a very strict adherence to Islamic tenets.  
 
The battle cry is “Al-Islam Huwa al-Hall,”  which means, 
“ Islam is the solution, and the Q’uran is our constitution.”  
Therefore, Muslims in Africa are seeking to de-Christianize 
all African countries and its institutions by using a system 
called, “dhimmi” . This is a system of possession and colo-
nialism aimed at protecting the domination of the trium-
phant Islamic community.  

 
 



 
 

 

This tenet of Islamic rule has caused a good number of 
Christians in Africa to become very poor. A convert who 
has gone from Islam to Christianity may end up in prison 
due to problems with debt. Converts often lose their jobs 
and hence, lose the dignity of working to provide for their 
family’s needs and most died. 
 

A prime example of 
this is seen in the 
way Islam has af-
fected the entire na-
tion of Nigeria. The 
national constitution 
in Nigeria provides 
for the freedom of 
worship, but Chris-
tians in Sokoto state 

cannot buy land nor repair, refurbish, or enlarge their exist-
ing buildings without permission. They have no airtime on 
the radio and can only have 30 minutes of television per 
week. They are not allowed to organize public processions. 
Christian children cannot have religious instruction in state 
schools except Islamic teaching. These Christian children 
are most often told that there is no room for them in the 
state high schools. Furthermore, Muslims who have con-
verted to Christianity are denied promotions in government 
service not to mention, that all government contracts go to 
Muslims. All of which all but forces people to convert to 
Islam or perish. 
 
What Should Our Response Be? 
 
In 2 Corinthians 10:5, the Apostle Paul describes his task 
like this, “We are destroying the speculations and every 
lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God and so 
we must take every thought captive to the obedience of 
Christ.”  In these words Paul sets an effective plan for the 
way Christians must respond to this growing Muslim phe-
nomenon by making the invisible kingdom of God visible 
and actively involve in Mission to Muslims. 
 
There is a very urgent need to strengthen the Church where 
the Church and Islam meet, especially in Africa and the 
Middle East. To develop effective programs in the 

Churches in Africa, there is a dire need for financial sup-
port and resources so that the local congregations can be-
come self-sufficient and eventually support themselves in 
their own local ministries. Community development is es-
pecially needed in war torn areas also, without which, hun-
gry Christians may have no choice but to turn to Islam just 
to survive.   
Christians must not be silent and unresponsive. We must 
stand against human rights abuse and ask Muslim authori-
ties to renounce Jihad as anathema in our modern world. 
Many Christians in Africa are always at the disadvantage, 
whether Muslims are a majority or not but we mustn’ t let 
their voices go unheard.  
 
Those who are concerned over this intense battle between 
Islam and Christianity in Africa need to be aware that this 
is a matter of life and death, the very survival of the Chris-
tian church.  This calls for decisive action and should in-
clude sacrifice, creativity much wisdom, compassion, and 
prayer on the part of pastors, evangelists, and missionaries. 
God is able to do great things through his people but his 
people must be willing to respond to where the need is.  
 
Christians in the Western world should be aware of the des-
perate situation that is facing our brothers and sisters across 
the globe living in these Muslim regions.  The Western 
Churches can provide help through supporting the various 
ministries, organizations, and “on the field”  missionaries in 
these countries by giving of their finances, prayers, and 
other resources. My hope and prayer is that we will rise to 
the occasion! So help us God! 
 

 
Spotlight on the Ministry 

 
It is hard to believe that it is already 
Spring, yet it feels as though it is just 
the beginning of the year! Many things 
have happened in the last few months 
with New Harvest Missions Interna-
tional. Really, there is very little that 
we can call routine about the minis-
try’s activities both in  the States and 
in the field in West Africa. 



 
 

 

In January and February, Nathaniel has been very busy on 
the road visiting churches, attending mission’s conferences, 
meeting pastors and mission committee leaders, sharing 
and promoting the vision of the ministry.  His main goal is 
to reach out to new supporters and invite them to get in-
volved with our ministry. 
 
In the month of March, he visited six churches and had the 
opportunity to invite many Christians and churches to get 
involved with indigenous ministries. He also explained to 
his audience how Islam has increasingly become the major 
challenge for Christianity in sub-Sahara African and around 
the world. He urges Pastors, leaders and church members to 
make Islam and Muslims a priority for demonstrations of 
the love of Christ by either praying for their salvation or 
becoming actively involved through supporting missionar-
ies and ministries that have their ministries focus on reach-
ing Muslims for Christ. 
 

Frontline Activities in  the Field of 
 Togo and Ghana 

 
The month of January was rich in activities and events both 
in Togo and Ghana.  Rev. S.Y. Kwami, NHMI Director in 
Africa, held a seminar with 40 pastors, church planters, and 
evangelists, mainly from one of our target regions; pre-
dominantly Muslims in Togo.  During the one-week semi-
nar, they all reflected on ministry to Muslims, as a result of 
a renewed concern for Muslims.  All the participants 
prayed to God for a greater harvest in that tough region. 
 
In the months of February and March, both  Reverend S.Y. 
Kwami and Reverend Solomon,  National Director in Togo 

attended a conference in 
Burkina-Faso promoting 
a  Western African mis-
sions movement into 
North African countries.   
During this conference, 
the attendees reflected on 
religions and religious 
conflicts between Mus-

lims and Christians in regions where the church and Islam 
meet.  According to Rev. S.Y.Kwami , all participants 
found these topics to be very relevant for their respective 

ministry strategies to reach Muslims.  Lastly, they ex-
pressed their thanks to those who organized the conference. 
 
In addition to those seminars and conferences, NHMI have 
facilitated many other activities.  In the second week of 
February this year, two teams of evangelists were assigned 
to five vil-
lages in 
very remote 
areas of 
Togo and 
Ghana, 
where a 
huge cru-
sade was 
held and 
the word of God was shared with the villages.  In the mid-
dle of March, Rev. Solomon visited our pastors and church 
planters and encouraged them.  Rev. Solomon tells us that 
there is an opportunity to start new house churches to ac-
commodate new believers who God has drawn to Himself 
though radio and TV programs in Islamic cities and villages 
where NHMI church planters are involved.  We anticipate 
even greater things to come this year by God’s grace. 
 

Time Of Need 
 

“ That we may obtain mercy and find help in time of need.”    
Hebrews 4:14-16 

 
We all know that serving where the church and Islam meet 
is always difficult and demands a lot of effort, people, 
funding, and resources to help equip the church to face the 
challenge of Islam and to be effective in its witness.  Be-
cause of the rapid growth of our ministry, we are facing a 
huge challenge to raise funds for our ministry’s activities 
both in the U.S. and West Africa.  Unlike most  nonprofits, 
100% of our funding must come from support and dona-
tions, so raising money is always an issue and the pressure 
is always on.  We do a lot of praying and then do our best 
to keep you informed of our challenges.  We need your 
help and prayers to reach our goal if we are going to touch 
the lives of thousands upon thousands of un-reached Mus-
lims in the northern tier of Sub-Sahara Africa. 
 



 
 

 

In our last newsletter, we shared with you our financial 
needs, and how we are praying as a ministry for God to 
provide 113 partners who will pledge $100 per month to-
ward our ministry projects and goals.  So far we have re-
ceived only 33 partner pledges to support us with $100 per 
month.  We need 80 more partners to make pledges toward 
the ministry.  Either a small or large gift is equally appreci-
ated.  Regardless of how you choose to support this minis-
try, NHMI is an organization you can trust and have full 
confidence with respect to how your gifts are being used. 
No matter how often we ask for money, be assured that it is 
for one reason alone:  equipping our over twenty pastors, 
church planters and evangelists to effectively lead our ex-
isting churches and also witness to the un-reached Muslims 
in the northern side of our target regions in West Africa .
Our 2005 budget is truly a matter for prayer as we antici-
pate the financial support necessary for continuing and ex-
panding this indigenous ministry to the un-reached with 
God’s truth and God’s love.  
 
 

Four Urgent Needs 
 

1. We are in urgent need of $1,900 to buy a motorcycle 
for our National Director, Rev. Solomon, who travels 
extensively to more than thirty church planting stations 
and visits six evangelists in Northern Togo.  Would you 
please help us? 

 
2. Most of the places NHMI is involved are very remote 

with no electricity possibilities. Our mission teams usu-
ally work in difficult conditions. We are praying for 
two portable 400-watt generators at $900 each. We 
need your financial help. 

 
3. Tossou Chico is one of our Togolese church planters 

pioneering a church in the city of Atakpame.  In the 
month of February, he had 
appendicitis that required 
surgery.  We need to raise 
$1000 for the cost of the 
surgery.  We are even pray-
ing for the Lord to actually 
supply us with $1500, so 
we can provide a bicycle 

and other needs for him.  Will you please help in any 
amount to solve this problem? 

 
4. Rev. Mathieu Gabla, our 

church planter in one of 
our Muslim regions has 
gathered more than 100 
people and getting ready 
to start a new house 
church.  We are in need 
of $800 to lease a house 
within a year, and use it 
to accommodate their weekly meeting as well as living 
accommodations for their family.  Please, we need your 
prayers and help. 

 
 

To Our Partners and Suppor ters 
 

We are pleased to inform our supporters that our applica-
tion for 501 C-3 has been approved.  We are asking all our 
regular and new donors from now on to make checks pay-
able to New Harvest Missions International and not to 
River Ridge Presbyterian Church anymore.  We will be 
able to issue a tax-deductible receipt to all or partners and 
supporters at the end of the year.  Again, please do not 
make checks payable to River Ridge Presbyterian Church 
anymore, but remember that the address is still the same. 
 
We thank you very much for your prayers and contribu-
tions.  As you know, our ministry depends on the Lord to 
provide committed, financial supporters and partners like 
you in order to carry out our ministry activities on the mis-
sion field. 
 
Your involvement and financial Partnership with our minis-
try can help: 

 
· Sponsor indigenous pastors, evangelists, church plant-

ers and missionaries. 
· Plant churches for believers from Muslim backgrounds. 
· Train Christians to be more effective in their witness 

through seminars and conferences.. 
· Sponsor Leadership training in Islamic Studies for 

them to be effective in witnessing to Muslims. 



 
 

 

  Please Pray for : 
 
1. Pastors, Church Planters, Evangelists and all leaders in 

Togo and Ghana for boldness, courage, wisdom, and 
God’s protection in all their outreach activities. 

 
2. The Harvest 2005 pastors and leaders conference, that 

the Lord of the Harvest will bless His leaders by com-
municating His heart and will for His people 

 
3. God to provide 80 new partners to pledge $100 per 

month for the ministry. 
 
Our “Four Urgent Needs” outlined earlier in this newsletter 
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Our Plans and Hopes  

 
With God’s blessing, we would like to reach 5 Northern 
Islamic Regions in Togo and Ghana.  
 
New Harvest is taking the initiative to recruit four evangel-
ists and six new pastors for new church planting ventures. 
With five new regions under consideration, namely: 
Kpalime, Atakpame-sokode, Badou, Agou-Gare, and Hi-
heartro. Our goal is to evangelize 70 villages and plant 12 
new churches in these areas. 
 
Please pray for us as we seek to reach these areas. There is 
heavy opposition to evangelism in these regions due to the 
prevalent Islamic presence. We are praying that the Lord 
will bless our efforts to see the power of the Gospel prevail.  
 
Because of the extreme poverty of these regions it will be 
difficult, if not impossible, to have the local people of this 
regions to fund this effort themselves. That is why we are 
asking our partners to help us in this effort. Support for one, 
full-time evangelists in that region requires $160 per 
month. We need to raise a total of $1,600 per month to fund 
this effort.  

Plans and Objectives in the USA 
 
We are still  tying up all the loose ends for the ministry here 
in the USA. This includes locating office space, administra-
tive expenses, staffing, and housing for my family.  
 
I will be traveling to various churches throughout the year 
to share our vision for West Africa and to raise the neces-
sary support for the ministry. 
 
We seem to be making progress thus far, having raised 
about 10% of our budget but we still have several hurdles 
to leap in the coming months.  
We are praying for God to give us 113 people who will 
pledge $100 per month to meet our budget of $135,000 this 
year, or $11,250 per month.  
 
New Harvest Missions International is relying upon the fi-
nancial contributions of its partners and friends to meet all 
our budget needs for 2005. Please help us meet the $20,000 
for our 2005 budget to support the West African projects 
I’ ve described above as well as the $100,000 needed for our 
other expenses both in the US and West Africa. 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Harvest 2005 Pastors Conference 
 
We are planning to bring 300 pastors and leaders to this 
year’s conference. The theme this year will be centered on 
initiating church planting networks. These networks will 
eventually grow into full fledged church planting move-
ments in our target regions. It will take an organized net-
work, providing ongoing training for hundreds of pastors, 
to see this movement come to fruition. We hope this year’s 
conference will plant 
the seed of this vision 
for a future harvest 
around the world. Our 
financial goal for put-
ting on the conference 
is $3000. 



  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

                      
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
9230 Ridge Road, New Port Richey, Florida 34654 

Donations 
 

Please make donation checks payable to  
New Harvest Missions International.  

Your gift is tax deductible. 
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